
The Lonely Zebra

ACTIVITIES PLAN

for Years R - 4



Aim: A time where children can have fun and learn about Jesus, 

build relationships with one another, build relationships with 

team, easily bring non-Christian friends. 

Teaching Aim: To learn that God made us special and wants to 

be our special friend.

Theme: Safari Park using The Lonely Zebra storybook by Matt 

Wright & Claire Zillwood

Bible passage: Psalm 139

Key verse: Psalm 139:14 (NIRV) on a sticker. “How you made me is 

amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that”.

If you would like to purchase copies of The Lonely Zebra book, please contact 
Matt Wright at:

allthewrightwords.wordpress.com or email jesusistheway@live.co.uk

© Copyright Matt Wright, Wright Way Publications 2016



TIMETABLE  (2 hours)
Team arrive to set up, run through the story script and pray

Children arrive, register (check food allergies) & give each child a “VISITOR” to the Safari sticker 
(write their name on it, or have them ready printed)

(Take photo of the children as they arrive to be used on their Photoframe craft later.)

Intro game – SAFARI HUNT:  As the children arrive in the top hall they are given a card with 
pictures of safari animals that they have to find around the room. As soon as they’ve found 
them they can choose one of the activities below. 

•	 General	games	(Twister,	Marble	Run,	Mini	table	football,	Headbands,	Lego,	playmobil	
animals, books – Wonderful earth, pairs game etc) puzzles.

•	 Playdoh	with	animal	cutters

•	 Biscuit	icing	(ready	to	eat	with	snack	later)-	animal	shapes

•	 Black	and	white	loom	bands	/	Friendship	bracelets

•	 Animal	masks	(Baker	Ross)

•	 People	shapes	-	decorate	with	bits	of	wool	cut	up,	material	&	felt	tip	pens,	etc

Tidy up

Welcome:
‘The Wiggle Song (Get The Wiggles Out)’ and introduction – show some of the things 
they’ve made – animal masks, loom bands, biscuits, people – in today’s pretend story we’re 
going to hear about a zebra who finds out how special he is because God has made him 
and loves him.

Corners game – lion, zebra, giraffe, elephant

Teaching time:
 The story today is about how Ziggy the Lonely Zebra  found out how special he is to God 
and how God made him special and loves him.
Story with zebra puppet & actors dressed up – zoo keeper, teacher, etc
Final	summary	and		pray

Drink & snack (iced biscuits from earlier)

Craft:
Colour & decorate a frame with their picture or mirror card, or draw a picture of themselves.
Psalm 139:14 (NIRV) on a sticker. “How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you 
for that”.

Games:
Party	games	style	–	duck	duck	goose,	animal	pictionary,	animal	charades,	Fruit	salad,	etc

End of programme:
Children leave and team tidies up



The Lonely Zebra Script

Narrator: Ziggy was one of many animals in the Safari Park.

 There were lots of lions, giraffes, and monkeys. In fact there were lots of 
every animal, except Ziggy.

 He was a zebra, and he was the only one.

	 Because	he	was	the	only	one,	his	pen	wasn’t	the	busiest	part	of	the	
Safari Park.

 Everyone wanted to see the monkeys climb, or hear the lions roar, or 
feed  the llamas, but nobody wanted to see a lonely zebra.

 Ziggy didn’t have many visitors.

 Ziggy was very unhappy. He thought no one cared about him. 

 Then one day some visitors came to see him.

 A group of schoolchildren appeared and looked into the pen. 
Excited to see them, Ziggy came running over to say hello.

Teacher: “This, children, is a zebra”,

Girl: “I want to see the monkeys climb!” 

Boy:	 “I	want	to	hear	the	lions	roar!”	

3rd child: “Can we feed the llamas?”

4th child: “Mrs. Jones, I need the toilet!”

Narrator: Mrs. Jones realised the children didn’t want to see Ziggy, so they all 
went away.  This made Ziggy sad.

 Ziggy got some visitors the next day, too.

 Two ladies came and looked into the pen, but it was snowing that day, 
so when they saw his black stripes in the white snow they thought that 
he was part of the fence. 

 They didn’t think there were any animals in the pen at all, so they 
hurried away. 

 This made Ziggy sadder.



 Surprisingly, Ziggy even got some visitors the day after. The sun had 
melted away the snow and a family of four stopped next to his pen. 
One of the boys noticed Ziggy.  

Boy:	 “Haha!		That	horse	is	wearing	pyjamas!”		

Mother “Don’t be silly, Jonathan! That’s a zebra.” 

Boy:	 “I	don’t	care	what	it	is.	It	looks	silly!”

Narrator: His mother told him off for being rude as they walked round the corner 
and out of sight.

 Ziggy was really sad.

 After being ignored, mistaken for other things, and laughed at, Ziggy 
was very upset – so upset in fact that he began to cry.

 Tears ran down his face, he was sniffling hard, and sobbing, all at the 
same time.

Ziggy: “Nobody likes me!  I’m so lonely!  Help me, please! Anybody!  
I need a friend!” 

Narrator: Ziggy thought no one could hear him.

Zookeeper: “I’ll be your friend” 

Narrator: The voice scared Ziggy.

Ziggy: “Who...who are you?”  (looking this way and that)

Zookeeper: “Don’t cry, Ziggy. I’ll be your friend”,

Ziggy: “That’s nice of you to say” 

Narrator: Ziggy looked up to see the zookeeper in front of him. 

Ziggy: “How do I know you mean it?”

Zookeeper: “Well, I feed you every day, and make sure you’ve got enough water to 
drink and all that you need. I think you’re really special.”

Ziggy: “Really? Why?”

Zookeeper:	 “Because	Jesus	made	you	special.	Jesus	put	a	lot	of	love	and	thought	
into making you, Ziggy.”



Ziggy: “Whoever made me is silly, because nobody likes me. In fact,  
whoever made me can’t like me either, or I wouldn’t be so unhappy!”

Narrator: Ziggy had stopped crying now. He was actually quite angry.

Zookeeper: “Ziggy, please don’t be angry. Jesus made you because he loves you.”

Ziggy: “Jesus…lov…loves me? Then why am I so unhappy?”

Zookeeper: “Ziggy, please don’t worry. You’re unhappy because of the way people 
treat you, but that isn’t your fault. I’m here to look after you.”

Ziggy:	 “Thank	you.	I’m	really	happy	we	are	friends.	But	why	are	people	mean	
to me? Why can’t they see me sometimes?” 

Narrator: Ziggy scratched his head with his hoof.

Zookeeper: “People can be mean if they don’t understand something. If they don’t 
understand it, they can become scared of it”.

Ziggy:	 “But	I’m	really	not	very	scary!”

Zookeeper: “Remember the two ladies who didn’t see you in the snow?” 

Narrator: Ziggy nodded.

Zookeeper: “Your black and white stripes made them think you were part of the 
fence!”

Ziggy: “Oooooh! Why have I got these stripes anyway? Other animals don’t 
have stripes like me.”

Zookeeper: “Jesus gave you those stripes to make you special. No one else has 
beautiful stripes like you.“

Ziggy: “Then Jesus really does love me. You’re a wonderful friend”. Next time I 
feel lonely or sad, I’m going to talk to you!”

Zookeeper: “I’m glad.” 

Narrator: The zookeeper smiled, and even though he couldn’t see him, Ziggy 
somehow knew that Jesus was smiling too.

 If you ever feel lonely like Ziggy, remember that Jesus loves you and 
he made you special.



To make heart frames:
1) Cut 2 pieces of A5 different coloured card
2) Cut heart shape in centre of one card
3) Decorate heart card
4) Glue along sides and bottom edges (leave room 

for photo to slot in top edge, or draw picture or 
use mirror card) and stick to backing colour

5) Punch holes in top corners and tie ribbon
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